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From the President’s desk

Where pain is worth it
Andrea Luxton, president
WHEN THE FOCUS EDITORIAL TEAM
caked on the clothes. Your flesh undercalled me and said they thought this was
neath feels raw, and it is more painful as
the right time to feature an edition on
each layer gets stripped away. But at the
race, I was pleased with that plan. And
end? You feel lighter, cleaner and, dare I
before I wrote this editorial, I had the
say, smile more…
opportunity to read what others have
We do not need to be fearful of admitwritten in this edition. These are my colting the reality of racism. By recognizing
leagues and friends, and I want to thank
the wrongs done to one individual or
them for their openness and vulneragroup of individuals, we are not diminbility in what they have shared. Their
ishing ourselves or the challenges that
words give me a context to share what
we or others may experience. It is not an
I would like to say to all of you, friends
either-or. In this world, this country, there
and partners of Andrews University.
is a lot of hurt, a lot of pain, a lot of injusIt was more than three years ago now
tice. Many of us have experienced that in
that Andrews was rocked with the “It is
ways that are hard to forget. But surely
Time” video. I had been president for
that understanding should make us even
less than a year. We made some corpomore open to the injustices that are prorate responses to the claims of systemic
mulgated in systemic and individual ways
racism in this community, and we have
to those around us?
tried to be true to the promises made at
At Andrews University, as with the
that time. Of course, some voiced that we
Seventh-day Adventist Church and the
were forced into action by extremists.
United States, we are on a journey. One
I want you to know that yes, we were
that starts and continues with valuing our
catapulted into a rapid response. But I
Black colleagues, students and alumni
also want you to know that we were not
and listening honestly to their stories.
pushed; we didn’t close our eyes and
Not to shelve those stories away but to
jump. We went into the fray willingly
inform our future. I want you to know
because at the heart of all that happened
that at Andrews we will continue with the
over a few months of time, the single
journey we have started, and we will not
thread was a cry that said, “We love Anturn back. My Black friends, colleagues,
drews, but really for me, there were some
alumni—thank you for your loyalty to this
hurtful experiences that you all need to
University despite our failings. Please
hear about, because you can (and should)
continue to help us to understand more,
be even better.” Many of those who have
to do more and do better. Please know that
written in this FOCUS are in their own rewe are better because of you.
flections sending that same message.
Some over the past few years have
also suggested that addressing issues
of race only “racializes” a campus or
community. I would put it another way.
It is rather like having on clothes that
are dirty. So you put clean ones on top.
Those get dirty and you put on more
clean clothes. What happens when
eventually you stop that game? You stop
covering up the dirty clothes and take
an honest look. You aren’t suddenly
wearing dirty clothes; you are finally
admitting that you already had dirty
clothes—in fact a number of layers of
those clothes. You are better for the
honesty, but getting off each layer gets
harder and harder the older the dirt is
want to share that with you, by introengaged and collegial, Donnie I am
ducing you to some of the newer and
sure will soon be loved as much as his
younger
individuals
this Faith.
group.
predecessor. And finally, newest of all,
Seek
Knowledge.in
Affirm
Change the World.
Amy Rosenthal, PhD, is the youngest
Danielle Pilgrim, MDiv, our new associof our academic deans. Coming to us
ate chaplain. A team builder, connector
this academic year, she already has
with community and gifted speaker,
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